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The  97th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American 
Nuaisaatic  Association  is  now  part  of  the  richly  woven 
fabric  of  nu*is»atic  history.  The  Cincinnati  gathering 
will  long  be  reaeabered  for  the  wonderful  success  of  all 
NLB  events  that  fittingly  celebrated  our  20th  year. 

Packed  into  the  brief  24  hours  of  Thursday,  July  21 
were  a variety  of  key  happenings.  The  day  began  at  the 
brutal  hour  of  7 aa  with  one  of  the  aost  productive  NL6 
Board  aeetings  in  recent  years.  The  well-attended 
Syaposiua  followed  at  10  aa  in  the  Convention  Center;  and 
the  day  ended  on  a triuaphal  note  in  the  greatest  of  all 
NL6  Bashes,  9:30-12:00  pa  in  the  Clarion  Hotel's  Bronze 
Ballrooa. 

Full  reports  on  Syaposiua  and  Bash  will  follow  in 
this  issue  of  the  NL6  Newsletter.  The  Board  aeeting  did 
produce  two  decisions  of  interest  to  all,  however. 

In  recognition  of  her  generosity  is  designing  and 
rolling  elongated  coins  used  as  Bash  tickets  of  adaission 
since  the  1985  Baltiaore  ANA,  the  Board  elected  Mrs.  Sally 
Kirka  of  Manchester,  Connecticut,  an  Honorary  Life  Heaber 
of  NLS. 

Mrs.  Kirka's  1985  elongated  was  the  first  to  use 
Nathan  Sobel's  redesign  of  the  faailiar  NLB  logo.  Her 
1985,  1986  and  1987  pieces  were  rolled  on  Lincoln  cents. 
For  our  20th  anniversary  elongated,  Mrs.  Kirka  pulled  out 
all  the  stops  and  hand-rolled  200  Washington  clad  quarters 
for  the  Cincinnati  Bash.  Sally,  we  thank  you! 


Recent  changes  in  postal  rates  foreshadowed  the 
second  decision.  Beginning  next  fiscal  year,  overseas 
aeabers  will  pay  a $5  surcharge  on  their  annual  dues. 

This  has  been  aade  necessary  by  the  leap  in  overseas  air 
•ail  costs. 

Unless  we  use  air  aail,  of  course,  overseas  aeabers 
receive  our  aailings  six  weeks  or  acre  late.  In  view  of 
the  recent  expansion  of  NL6  interest  in  Europe,  this  rate 
increase  is  urgently  necessary. 

In  other  developaents,  a review  of  the  judging 
procedures  in  the  annual  Writers  Coapetitions  resulted  in 
a decision  to  aodify  our  deadlines  next  year.  Materials 
that  were  published  between  April  1,  1988  and  April  1, 
1989  will  be  eligible  in  the  1989  coapetition. 

We  are  now  20  years  old  as  an  organization.  It  is 
satisfying  to  «e  that  NL6  is  enjoying  its  greatest 
prestige  in  the  overall  nuaisaatic  coaaunity.  Public 
perception  of  NL6  now  coincides  alaost  exactly  with  the 
reality  that  is  our  organization! 


David  Thoaason  Alexander 
Executive  Director  NL6 

WELCOME  OUR  NEW  ADVERTISERS! !! ! 


With  this  gala  coabined  issue  appear  the  first  ads 
froa  Stack's,  The  Honey  Tree,  Pacific  Coast  Auctions 
6al 1 eries  Inc.  and  the  Judah  L.  Magnes  Museua. 

The  great  New  York  auction  fira  of  Stack's  needs 
little  introduction  after  50  years  as  an  industry  leader. 
Stack's  Heraan  Halpern  Collection  catalog  was  tied  for 
Best  Auction  Catalog  at  the  Cincinnati  Bash. 

Pacific  Coast,  under  Ron  and  Dennis  Gillio,  is  a 
fast-rising  auction  fire  producing  high-quality  catalogs 
offering  a variety  of  U.S.  and  world  coins. 

The  Money  Tree  of  Rocky  River,  Ohio,  is  a hard- 
driving  nuaisaatic  book  auction  house  piloted  by  Myron 
Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe,  whose  stock  and  sense  of  huaor  are 
outstanding. 

The  Judah  L.  Magnes  Museua  is  widely  known  for  its 
innovative  Jewish-Aaerican  Hall  of  Fa«e  Medal  series.  We 
are  grateful  to  aeaber  Mel  Wacks  for  his  help  in  getting 
two  of  these  new  advertisers.  i 


STACK’S  1988  AUCTION  CALENDAR 


October  5,  1988 
October  18,  19,  20,  1988 


November  9,  1988 


"RARE  and  IMPORTANT  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS.”  To  be 
sold  at  the  Plaza  Hotel,  New  York  City. 

United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in  New  York 
City. 

Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  U.S.  Coins.  (Coin 
Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale). 


November  29,  30,  December  1,  1988 


The  Charles  Kramer  Collection  of  United  States  Gold  Coins  and 
United  States  Type  Coins.  To  be  sold  in  New  York  City  in  conjunction 
with  Superior  Galleries  of  California. 


December  9,  10,  11,  1988  Foreign  and  Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in 

conjunction  with  the  New  York  International  Numismatic  Convention, 
N.Y.C.* 


STACK’S  1989  AUCTION  CALENDAR 


January  17,  18,  19,  1989  United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins  (limited  space  is  avail- 

able for  a few  choice  and  important  consignments).  To  be  sold  in  New 
York  City.* 

February  20,  1989  Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  U.S.  Coins.  (Coin 

Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale).* 


March  14,  15,  16,  1989 


April  8,  9,  1989 


May  3,  4,  5,  1989 


United  States  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in  New  York 
City.* 

Foreign  and  Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  sold  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Chicago  International  Coin  Fair,  Chicago,  111.* 

United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  to  be  sold  in  conjunction 
with  the  Greater  New  York  Convention,  N.Y.C.* 


May  24,  1989 


Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  U.S.  Coins.  (Coin 
Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale).* 


June  13,  14,  15,  1989 
July  1989 
August  20,  1989 
September  12,  13,  14,  1989 
October  17,  18,  19,  1989 
November  15,  1989 
December  8,  9,  1989 


United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in  New  York 
City.* 

AUCTION  ’89.  Rare  United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To 
be  sold  in  Chicago,  111.* 

Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  U.S.  Coins.  (Coin 
Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale).* 

United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  to  be  sold  in  conjunction 
with  the  Greater  New  York  Convention,  N.Y.C.* 

United  States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold  in  New  York 
City.* 

Foreign  & Ancient  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  U.S.  Coins.  (Coin 
Galleries  Mail  Bid  Sale).* 

United  States  and  Foreign  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins.  To  be  sold 
in  New  York  City.* 


* Openings  available  for  consignments 


I lan  to  sell  your  collection  at  one  of  these  important  sales 


PA6C  2 


123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  N Y.  10019 
(212)  582-2580  • FAX  #(212)  245-5018 


America  s Oldest  and  Largest 
Coin  Auctioneer 


Rare  Coin  Dealer 
For  Over  50  Years 


NCEMniL^ASH 

Following  the  traditions  and  bylaws  of  NLB , last 
year's  Cleiy  Award  winner,  David  T.  Alexander,  wade  the 
selection  of  the  1989  recipient  of  the  nation's  top 
nuiisiatic  writing  recognition. 

Choosing  a Cleiy  winner  is  a aatter  of  great 
seriousness,  since  this  greatest  of  nuiisiatic  writing 
awards  has  grown  steadily  in  prestige  since  it  was  first 
bestowed  on  Cleient  F.  Bailey  in  196B. 

Beginning  as  a 90-pound  plus  typewriter  that  had  to 
be  hauled  hoae  by  each  winner,  the  Cleiy  evolved  into  a 
lucite  eibedient  of  the  NLG  typewriter  logo.  After  the 
original  insignia  made  by  6alaxie  Creations  ran  out  in 
1983,  a new  design  with  blue-lettered  filaaent  in  the 
lucite  was  wade  in  Hiaii. 

Much  of  the  significance  of  the  Cleiy  can  be 
understood  froa  the  wording  on  this  filaient: 

Given  in  recognition  of 

* Dedication  to  Nunsiatics 

* Sense  of  Huior 

* Dedication  to  the  NL6 

In  beginning  his  traditionally  round-about  unveiling 
of  the  1988  Cleiy  recipient,  Alexander  said  that  the  first 
quality  setting  this  winner  apart  was  an  attitude  of 
gentle  hunlity  all  too  rare  in  the  world  of  nuiisiatics. 
Never  one  to  deiand  or  hog  the  liielight,  this  winner  had 
worked  for  NLG  since  its  very  first  organizational 
meetings  in  1968. 

The  soon-to-be-revealed  Cleiy  laureate  was  a »an  of 
aodest,  laid-back  deieanor,  which  has  lade  hii  unique,  and 
to  a degree  invisible,  along  the  lassive  egos  we  have 
known  both  in  nuiisiatics  and  in  NLG. 

Alexander  revealed  that  after  lilitary  service,  the 
Southern  California-based  recipient  had  served  as  an 
editor  of  Motor  Trend  lagazine,  a pivotal  publication  in 
the  automotive  field  in  the  1950's  and  1960's. 

While  working  there,  the  recipient  took  note  of  the 
•ushrooi  growth  of  coin  collecting  and  publishing.  While 
he  was  not  (and  is  not  now)  a collector,  he  approached  his 
publisher  with  the  concept  of  a coin  lagazine.  They 
responded  with  something  like,  “Get  back  to  work..." 
and  he  began  a coin  nagazine...in  his  own  garage. 

In  1964  he  and  partner  Gordon  Behn  launched  a popular 
lonthly  newsprint  Magazine  that  has  become  a pillar  of  its 
entire  field.  The  work  of  many  NLG  Members  graced  its 
pages,  and  it  steadily  supported  the  Guild  in  advertising, 
by  underwriting  significant  awards  and  in  encouraging  old 
and  new  writers  alike. 

The  recipient  was  a Charter  leiber  of  NL6  and  served 
on  the  Guild's  first  Board  elected  for  1968-69.  He 
encouraged  staffers  Clei  Bailey  and  Lee  Martin  to  support 

the  new  organization  unstintingly.  As  he  told  the  NLG 
Syiposiui  earlier  that  day,  he  allowed  Lee  Martin  to 
attend  ANA  conventions  not  so  iuch  as  his  Magazines 
representative,  but  as  the  organizer-eicee  of  the  NLG 


Bash.  Few  can  show  a comparable  record  of  support  for  the 
Guild  throughout  its  20  years,  Alexander  noted. 

Soie  six  years  ago  Behn  retired  and  the  publication, 
COlNage,  now  bears  the  naie  HILLER  MAGAZINES!  The  winner, 
of  course,  was  COlNage  publisher  J_I_H H_I_L_L_|_Rt 

After  the  gales  of  cheering  and  clapping  subsided, 
•embers  present  at  the  Bash  were  heard  to  exdaii. 
"Wonderful!  Why  didn't  Jii  get  the  Cleiy  years  ago!?!" 

The  answer  to  this  question,  in  Alexander's  opinion,  lies 
in  Jii's  unique  concept  of  quiet  service  to  publishing,  to 
nuiisiatics  and  the  NL6. 

Jii  will  have  the  opportunity  to  pick  the  1989  Cleiy 
winner,  but  few  in  nuiisiatic  writing  and  publishing  are 
as  experienced,  objective,  or  as  thoroughly  qualified  to 
■ake  this  far-reaching  decision  as  Jii  Miller,  nuiisiatic 
publisher  and  gentleian. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 4c  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

UNIQUE  "JUST  FOR  SPITE"  AWARD  GOES  TO  JAY  6U REN 


In  his  reiarks  during  the  awards  cereiony  at  the  NLG 
Bash,  Executive  Director  Alexander  observed  that  NL6  has 
always  been  known  far  its  unconventional  doings.  The  1988 
Bash  gave  the  Guild  an  unprecedented  opportunity  to  honor 
a great  nuiisiatic  writer  of  27  years'  experience...  one 
who  had  steadfastly  refused  to  join  its  ranks,  Coin 
World's  JAY  6UREN. 

Senior  writer  and  long-time  feature  editor  for  Coin 
World,  Guren  joined  the  Sidney,  Ohio,  weekly  newspaper 
after  coibat  duty  in  the  South  Pacific  in  World  War  II  and 
a Madison  Avenue  advertising  career  in  his  native  New 
York. 

Flying  out  to  Sidney  to  sell  publisher  Oliver  Aios 
the  idea  of  a book  to  be  called  The  Best  of  Coin  World, 
6uren  found  himself  hired  on  instead  and  loving  to  what 
the  official  announcement  called  in  very  inaccurate 
Chamber  of  Conerce  prose  the  "Friendly  Town  of  Sidney." 

Already  a seven-year  Coin  World  veteran  at  the  tue 
NLG  was  foried,  Guren  refused  to  join  what  he  once  called 
a "bunch  of  drunken  dilettantes."  Insiders  theorize  that 
an  uncritical  pro-Guild  attitude  of  higher  authority, 
rather  than  NLG  members'  capacity  for  distillates  of  vine 
or  grain  explained  Guren's  vigorous  dissent. 

Co-workers  for  two  decades  marvelled  at  Guren's 
output:  for  several  years  his  work  filled  each  edition  of 
a 120-page  weekly.  This  unremitting  grind  explains  why  it 
was  not  too  reiarkable  that  his  only  aajor  nuiisiatic  work 
outside  CW  was  Carnival  Panoraaa:  New  Orleans  Hardi  Gras 
Medals  I Krewes  1884-1965. 

When  CW’s  old  Royal  lanual  typewriters  yielded  pride 
of  place  to  new  IBM  Selectrics,  it  was  noted  with  awe  that 
Guren's  lanual  was  so  loose  in  every  joint,  so  liiber  in 
every  loving  part,  that  the  typewriter  held  together  just 
from  force  of  habit. 


continued  on  page  4 


PAGE  3 


This  battered  lachine  explains  the  wording  of  the  WOK  OF  THE  YEAR  GOES  TO  HALTER  BREEN 


'Just  for  Spite  Award:' 

Presented  to  the  Unsung  Hercules  of  nuwiswatic  writing, 
JAY  GUREN,  on  his  retirement  frow  Coin  Horld.  For  27 
years,  Jay  wrote  more  numismatic  copy  than  all  the  rest 
of  us  combined.  You  swore  you's  never  join  NL6,  but 
here's  one  on  us,  Jay, 


A UNIQUE  NLG  'GOTCHA' 


HE  6ET  LETTERS!!! 


The  recent  'Just  for  Spite  Award’  to  retiring  Coin 
Horld  staff  writer  Jay  Guren  brought  this  characteristic 
expression  of  acceptance: 

Dear  David, 

I regret  not  being  on  hand  for  the  NIG  Bash  on 
Thursday  evening  in  Cincinnati,  but  tost  likely  would  not 
have  attended  it  without  the  strongest  persuasion,  like 
perhaps  a swall-caliber  gun... 

In  a world  and  era  where  kindness  and  generosity  are 
not  rated  as  foreiost  virtues,  it  was  particularly  grati- 
fying for  one  who  had  long  eschewed  NLG  membership  to 
receive  the  handsoee  'Just  for  Spite  Award,*  conceived  and 
dedicated,  I aw  sure,  by  the  Old  Master  hiaself.  I 
presuwe  reference  to  the  'Unsung  Hercules’  has  something 
to  do  with  the  cleaning  of  the  Augean  Stables,  and  in  aore 
than  two  and  one-half  decades,  Heaven  knows  we  have  coae 
swelling  of  soaething  less  pleasant  than  roses  on  lore 
than  one  occasion. 

I have  to  admit  considering  ways  to  one-up  Alexander 
on  ay  'Just  for  Spite  Award.’  The  alternative  of  refusing 
it  entered  ay  Bind,  but  would  have  been  churlish  and  quite 
out  of  context  with  the  spirit  in  which  the  presentation 
was  aade. 

An  even  less  viable  alternative,  considering  ay 
naturally  frugal  nature,  would  have  been  to  enclose  a 
check  for  back  dues  — yea,  even  back  to  the  original  $20 
initiation  fee.  This  would  have  been  an  act  of  magnifi- 
cent generosity,  I agree,  as  well  as  a repetition 
of  the  ancient  airade  of  securing  blood  fron  a stone. 

So,  with  both  of  these  alternatives  considered  and 
rejected,  it  appears  to  be  far  nobler  and  aore  pleasant  to 
accept  this  singular  honor  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
presented,  seriously,  with  the  greatest  of  gratitude  to 
all  those  good  folks  who  include  NLG  on  their  bylines. 

Best  Regards, 


NLG's  16th  Book,  of  the  Year  Award  went  to  Halter 
Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  I Colonial 

Coins,  published  by  Doubleday.  An  indepth  review  of  this 
aaazing  754-page  book  appears  in  the  column  ’From  the  Book 
Stacks...' 

NLG's  Book  of  the  Year  listing  reads  like  a hall  of 
fame  of  U.S.  and  world  nuaisaatics.  Not  all  NLG  aeabers 
can  recall  prior  winners  of  this  award,  first  given  in 
1972  to  Krause  Publications'  new  Standard  Catalog  of  Horld 
Coins. 

Subsequent  winners,  not  necessarily  in  this  order, 
include  Q.  David  Bowers  for  his  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by 
the  6arrett  Collection  and  United  States  6old  Coins,  an 
Illustrated  History. 

Halter  Breen  took  this  key  award  earlier  for  his 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  and 
his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents.  He  was 
co-author  with  Anthony  Swiatek  on  another  Book  of  the 
Year,  The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  I Gold 
Coueuorative  Coins;  two  of  these  were  published  by  ARCQ. 

Another  ARCO  winner  was  Donald  H.  Kagin’s  Private 
Bold  Coins  & Patterns  of  the  United  States.  A aore  recent 
repeat  winner  was  consumer  advocate  Scott  A.  Travers,  with 
Coin  Collectors  Survival  Manual  and  Rare  Coin  Investeent 
Strategy. 

The  only  non-profit  publication  to  achieve  Book  of 
the  Year  was  the  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  Coin  Club's 
reaarkable  Aspects  of  the  Nuaisaatics  of  North  Aaerica. 


THANKS,  PAUL  NHITMAH! 


At  the  recent  ANA  Convention,  long-time  NLG  aeaber 
and  past  executive  director  Paul  Hhitnah  presented  us  with 
quite  an  array  of  6uild  exonuaia:  vintaqe  Bash  tickets, 
elongateds,  aedals,  wooden  flats  and  other  iteas.  Several 
of  these  were  not  represented  in  our  archives,  and  a few 
were  duplicates. 

Outstanding  iteas  were  the  red  “Sixth  Annual  Meeting" 
wooden  flat  created  by  the  late  Ray  Byrne  for  the  1973 
Bash  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Byrne's  portrait  and  a 
view  of  the  convention  hotel  combine  with  Broken  Bank  era 
vignettes  on  this  well-designed  NL6  piece. 

A companion  piece  is  the  beige  and  trea*  Bash  ticket 
with  door  prize  stub;  donation  for  the  Bash  in  1973  was 
only  $2.50!  Another  elaborate  confection  is  the  heavy 
plastic-laminated  ticket  of  admission  for  the  1971  Bash, 
held  in  the  Washington  Hilton  hotel  and  signed  by  Maurice 
M.  Gould. 

Fro®  the  1975  Los  Angeles  ANA  comes  the  airrorback  of 
our  "8th  Annual  Reception,"  held  August  23  and  bearing  a 
photo  of  the  original  Cleay  Award  in  its  plexiglas  case, 
now  at  the  ANA  Museua.  All  of  these  Hhitnah  gifts  arrive 
at  a wonderful  tiae:  our  20th  anniversary,  Thanks,  again, 
Paul*  1 ! 


PARE  4 


Jay  Guren 
Sidney,  Ohio 


NL6  BASH  CROWNS  OUR  FIRST  TWO  DECADES 


All  who  attended  were  loud  in  agreement:  Emcee  Donn 
Fearlian  created  a 1988  NL6  Bash  that  has  to  rate  as  the 
finest  in  history1  From  Sally  Kirka's  creation  of  the 
elongated  quarter  to  the  selection  of  the  Bronze  Ballroom 
as  locus,  the  physical  preparations  were  the  finest. 

A capacity  crowd  filled  the  room,  keeping  the  two 
bars  busy  as  we  waited  for  last  minute  attendees  from  the 
TAMS  banquet  and  from  the  Ohio  River  cruise.  Veteran 
member  Paul  Whitnah  was  among  the  river-sailors,  arriving 
in  t-shirt  with  announcement,  “You  cut  my  tie  in  haif  at 
the  last  Bash,  lets  see  you  do  it  with  this!" 

Starting  off  on  the  right  foot,  Donn  lost  his  notes 
as  the  trophies  were  being  laid  out  by  Dave  Alexander,  Tom 
Delorey  and  Col.  Bill  Murray.  The  gremlins  returned  the 
vital  papers,  however,  and  the  show  began. 

The  Emcee  introduced  the  NL6  leadership,  asked  for  a 
treasurer's  report.  Treasurer  Kay  Lenker,  seated  at  the 
faaaar  back,  hooted  out  ‘We're  Solvent!" 

Skits  and  songs  by  prominent  Guildites  are  a key 
element  of  any  Bash.  Ed  Reiter's  a capella  rendition  of 
"Hobby  Days  are  Here  Again"  did  a job  on  commemorative 
c □ i n s , circulating  coin  redesign  and  the  nation's 
legislators  in  his  usual  fine  style. 

Col.  Bills  “sing-along"  aignt  have  been  styled 
acapulco  rather  than  a capella;  while  Art  Kagin  (since 
1928)  used  National  Currency  notes  to  dramatize  the  close 
ties  between  many  persons'  favorite  subjects,  money  and 
sex.  (notes  fro*  banks  in  Intercourse,  PA,  Loveland,  Ohio 
and  all  the  rest). 

The  irrepressible  Scott  Travers  went  on  with  "The 
Amazing  Breen"  for  the  Karnak-style  psychic  act,  Breen 
pressing  sealed  envelopes  against  his  forehead,  then 
guessing  the  questions  after  reading  the  answers. 

The  answer  "Mullah  moolah"  corresponded  to  “What  do 
Iran's  Islamic  clergy  use  far  money.”  Similarly, 
Numismatic  Guaranty  Corp.  of  America  and  the  Carrion 
Hotel's  permanently  empty  drink  machines  were  "Two  places 
where  i ate-date  Li.S.  coins  are  not  accepted." 

"Hammer  Price"  was  re-defined  as  “How  much  it  costs 
to  break  a coin  cut  of  its  plastic  slab."  Recent 
political  events  were  recalled  by  "Jon-  Glenn,  Jesse 
Jackson,  Bob  Meolar  and  Kurt  Krueger."  Answer:  "Name  four 
men  who  did  not  make  vice  president  in  Atlanta:" 

Announcements  of  this  year  s Writers  Competition 
winners  followed,  with  40  awards  distributed  with  suitable 
remarks  from  Executive  Director  David  T,  Alexander. 

The  culmination  of  the  awards  was  announceaent  of  the 
Dlemy  winner  and  the  gracious  remarks  of  1988  recipient 
Jim  Miller.  As  in  the  past,  the  awards  were  announced  in 
a brisk,  no-nonsense  style  that  fit  neatly  into  the 
generally  fast-paced  proqram. 

The  major  surprise  of  the  evening  followed,  The 
recurring  magic  of  the  Bash  brings  out  talents  never 
suspected  in  some  members  to  stupefy  the  rest. 


An  earlier  example  was  provided  by  the  late  Kamal 
Ahwash.  who  climbed  to  the  stage  at  the  1979  St.  Louis  ANA 
to. ..sing.  “That  little  guy  can't  sing1  Just  look  at 
him'"  were  typical  comments.  Then  diminutive  Kan,  a 
trained  operatic  basso,  thundered  out  “Old  Man  River" 
until  the  glass  rattled  in  the  windows  a block  away. 

For  1986,  Pearlman  had  re-written  songs  from  Gilbert 
& Sullivan  through  1 950 ' s rock  'n  roll  to  lampoon  or 
harpoon  hobby  leaders  and  situations.  Soing  on  with  him 
and  Paul  Green  in  1950 ' s teen  costume  was  the  magical 
singing  group  of  "Whiz  and  the  Toners,"  aka  Joe  and  Maggie 
Jones  and  Debbie  Lengkeek  of  Joe  Jones  Agency,  I ol a , 
Wisconsin. 

Now,  to  say  that  Joe  Jones  seem  as  little  “country" 
to  some  Guildites  is  like  saying  that  Walter  Breen  is  a 
trifle  hip.  The  surprise  was  than  brother  Jones  is  not 
only  a former  professional  singer,  but  he  is  a guitarist 
of  consummate  skill ! 

The  superbly  written  lyrics  left  no  stone  unthrown, 
no  sacred  cow  untilkeri.  Seemingly  tied  for  outrageous 
appeal  were  pieces  describing  recent  ANA  internal 
restructuring  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  winner. 

The  Gilbert  fc  Sullivan  song  with  refrain  "Tit  willow, 
tit  willow,  tit  willow"  emerged  as  "Set  Leuver,  Bob 
Leaver,  Bob  Leuver..."  and  described  in  glowing  detail  the 
Byzantine-court  intrigues  of  the  ANA  board. 

The  50 ' s rock  song  "Dream,  Dream,  Dream’  was  reborn 
as  "Breen,  Breen,  Breen,"  describing  how  sales  of  his 
great  new  encyclopedia  would  “buy  a lot  of  clothes  for 
Breen,  Breen,  Breen1" 

A high  point  was  the  obvious  enjoyment  shown  by 
Welter  Breen  as  "his  song"  was  performed  by  the  singing 
and  dancing  Toners.  His  sense  of  humor  is  certainly  as 
deep  as  his  genius  is  broad. 

Lest  professional  numismatists  should  feel  neglected, 
the  group  rewrote  "Why  Must  I be  a Teen-ager  in  Love"  as  a 
post -FTC  song,  "Why  must  I.  De  a Coin  Dealer  in  Jail." 

PCS3  grading  woes  were  highlighted  by  a ditty  dedicated  to 
its  founder  and  honcho  David  Hall,  sung  to  the  music  of 
"Love  Potion  Number  Nine,"  in  which  the  singer’s  MS-65 's 
were  returned  as  "A  U - 59." 

This  block-buster  of  a Bash  concluded  on  a highly 
upbeat  note,  Informal  socializing  continued  on  around  the 
tables  with  the  oft-repeated  question.  “What  will  they  do 
for  an  encore  in  Pittsburgh  nest  year?" 


NL6  Newsletter  ad  rates  are  as  follows: 


Six  Issues  (Year)  One  Insertion 


Full  Page 

$495 

$82.50 

Half  Page 

$275 

$43.83 

Quarter  Page 

$150 

$25.00 

Eighth  Page 

$100 

$16.60 

I 
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1988  NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD  AWARDS 


CLASS  II  B - WORLD  COMMERCIAL  MAGAZINES 


CLASS  I - NUIUSMATICBOOKS 

la.  Book  of  the  Year:  Halter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  it  Colonial  Coins,  Doubleday  1988. 

2.  Best  Specialized  Book: 

a.  U.S.  Coins:  The  Norweb  Collection:  an  American  Legacy, 

Michael  Hodder  it  Q.  David  Bowers,  Bowers  it  Herena 
Galleries  1988. 

b.  World  Coins:  Unusual  World  Coins,  Colin  Bruce  11, 

Krause  Publications  1988. 

AWARD  DF  EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT:  Honey  in  South  Africa,  Carel 
Engelbrecht,  Volkskas,  Capetown,  Republic  of  South  Africa 
1987. 

c.  U.S.  Paper  Money:  no  award. 

d.  World  Paper:  Guide  it  Checklist  of  World  Notgeld, 

Courtney  L.  CofTing,  Krause  Publications  1988. 

e.  Tokens  k Medals:  Political  it  Commemorative  Pieces 
Simulating  Tradesmen's  Tokens,  1770-1802,  published  by  the 
author  1997. 

f.  Numismatic  Investments:  Coin  Collectors  Survival 

Manual,  Scott  A.  Travers,  2nd  enlarged  edition,  Prentice 
Hall,  1988. 

g.  Museum  k Exhibition  Catalogs:  FIDEH  1987,  XXI  Congress, 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 


CLASS  II  A - U.S.  COMMERCIAL  HA6A7INES 

3.  Best  Article  or  Series  on 

a.  Coins:  Remembering  a Legend  (A. A.  Weinman),  Ed  Reiter, 
COlNage,  March  1988. 

b.  Tokens  k Medals:  World  Network  Medal,  R.W.  Julian, 
COlNage. 

c.  Paper  Money:  The  Next  Change,  Paul  Green  axa  William 
Warren,  COINS,  September  1987. 

4.  Best  Column:  Ed  Reiter,  My  Two  Cents  Worth,  COINaqe. 

5.  Best  Issue:  COlNage  September  1987. 
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6.  Best  Article  or  Series  on 

a.  Coins:  Numismatic  Illustrations  of  the  Bible,  Robert  D 
Leonard,  World  Coins,  December  1987. 

b.  Medals  k Tokens:  The  Art  of  the  Medal,  Cory  Gilli iiantj 
World  Coins,  July  1987. 

c.  Paper  Money:  no  award. 

7.  Best  Column:  Michael  T.  Shutterly,  Coins  of  Byzantium, 

World  Coin  News. 

8.  Best  Issue:  World  Coins,  May  1988,  From  Rus  to 
Revolution,  R.W.  Julian. 


CLASS  III  - NON-PROFIT  MA6AZINES 

9.  Best  article:  A Hint  for  Mexico,  Boulton-Watt  and  the 

Guanajuato  Hint,  Dr.  R.G.  Doty,  British  Numismatic 
Journal,  February  1988. 

10.  Best  Column:  Q.  David  Bowers,  Coins  l Collectors,  The 

Numismatist. 

H.  Best  Issue:  PN6  Report,  Harch-April  1988. 


CLASS  IV  - NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12.  Best  Spot  News  or  Continuing  Story:  U.S.  Coin  Redesign 
Series,  David  E.  Harper,  Numismatic  News. 

13.  Best  Article  or  Series  on 

a.  Coins:  Mystery  Shrouds  Two  Hindustan  Coins,  Richard 
Giedroyc,  Coin  World,  September  9,  1987. 

b.  Tokens  fc  Medals:  Byzantine  Emperor  Links  Present  k 
Past,  John  L.  Barton,  The  Celator, 

t.  Paper  Money:  Texas  Currency,  Dr.  Douglas  Ball,  b: 

Note  Reporter,  April  1986. 

14.  Best  Column:  Neil  Shafer,  Paper  Honey  News  k Views, 

Bank:  Note  Reporter. 

15.  Best  Issue:  Coin  World,  Constitution  Centennial  Issue, 
Sept.  16,  1987. 


CLASS  V - HAURICE  H.  GOULD  AWARDS 

16,  Non-nusis«atic  Newspapers  with 

a.  more  than  100,000  circulation:  Ed  Reiter,  Nuwiswatics, 

New  York  Tiaes. 

b.  less  than  100,000  circulation:  Edwin  V.  Quaqliana,  Coin 
& Staap  Talk,  Suburban  & Nayne  Tiaes,  Nay.ne  PA. 

c.  Best  Syndicated  Columnist:  Edward  C.  Rochette,  Los 
Angeles  Tiaes  Syndicate. 


CLASS  IX  - BEST  ALL  AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

21.  Paul  N.  Green 

CLASS  X - BEST  WRITER  IN  NL6  NEWSLETTER 

22.  R.W.  Julian.  This  category  is  awardeo  by  the  NLb 
Newsletter  editor. 


CLASS  VI  - OTJ^UBUCATIQNS 

a.  Membership  of  more  than  100:  The  Coaaeaorative  Trail, 
Society  for  U.S.  Coasaeaorative  Coins,  Anthony  Swiatek, 
editor. 


b.  Membership  less  than  100:  Journal  of  the  International 
Primitive  Honey  Society,  John  Lenker,  editor. 


CLASS  VII  - AUCTION  CATAL06S 

18.  The  I960  contest  saw  a draw,  one  catalog  outstanding 
in  a specialized  U.S.  area  (early  copper),  another 
excelling  in  general  U.S.  material: 

a.  The  Herian  Halpern  Collection  Sale,  Stack's,  New  York. 

b.  The  Norweb  Collection  Sales,  Bowers  Si  Herena, 

Nolfeboro,  New  Hampshire. 

19.  Commercial  Literature:  Out  on  a Liab,  antiquarian 
numismatic  books  house  organ  of  The  Honey  Tree,  Rocky 
River,  Ohio. 

20.  Lee  Martin  Founders  Award  for  Best  Numismatic 
Investment  Newsletter:  Anthony  Swiatek  Report,  Anthony 
Swiatek,  editor. 


In  Commercial  Literature  the  i98B  contest  saw  two 

AWARDS  OF  EXTRAORDINARY  HERIT; 

LEGACY,  a Magazine  for  the  Contemporary  Numismatist,  Ivy 
Press,  Dallas,  Texas,  Michael  W.  Sherman,  editor,  Mark  Van 
Winkle,  associate  editor.  Recognized  for  its  exceptional 
numismatic  content,  graphics,  photography  and  unique 
advertising  outreach  to  the  greater  financial  world. 

NGC  News,  house  organ  of  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation 
on  America,  Parsippany,  New  Jersey,  Ed  Reiter,  editor. 
Judged  for  successful  combining  of  real  numismatics  with 
coin  certification  and  for  its  high  literary  standard. 


CLASS  XI  - AUDIO  VISUAL 

23.  Radio:  Coin  Collectors  Corner,  Donn  Pearlwan  WBBH  CBS 
Radio,  Chicago,  IL,  March  12,  1987-Jan.  2,  1988. 

24.  Audio  Visual:  How  to  be  a Swart  Coin  Consuwer,  Scott 
A.  Travers,  WNBC-TV  Channel  4,  New  York,  August  1988. 

26.  Video:  Weiss  Learning  Series,  Rare  Coin  Investments, 
Peter  Theodore  & David  Thowason  Alexander,  July  1987.  2.5 

hours,  Neiss  Research,  Nest  Pal*  Beach,  FL, 


***** ****************** ******: 


CLEHENT  F.  BAILEY  HEH0R1AL  AWARD,  instituted  1987  to  honor 
and  encourage  new  comers  to  nu*is#atic  writing: 

Dan  Susswan,  COINage 


mnmnrfe 


PRODUCERS  OF  FINE  BOOKS  AND  CATALOGUES 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

° Review  copies  available  on  a selected 
basis  to  recognized  national  columnists. 
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NL6  20TH  ANNIVERSARY  HEDAL  A SMASH  HIT! 


WHAT  OTHERS  PUBLISH... 


The  20th  anniversary  of  NLG  has  , = 

been  marked  by  a 38  si  medal  struck  / { 

by  Pressed  Metal  Products  of  Van-  I tgf 
couver,  British  Colutbia.  The 
obverse  die  features  the  NL8  logo  I h* 
as  redesigned  by  Nathan  Sobel  in 
1984.  Initial  die  costs  were  de- 
frayed by  donations  of  Scott 
Travers  and  Anthony  Swiatek. 

The  NLG  Board  gave  considerable 
thought  to  a suitable  reverse. 

Possibilities  included  listing  our  founders,  locations  of 
founding  seeting  and  20th  anniversary  meeting,  both  of 
which  were  at  ANA  conventions. 

Remembering  the  fiasco  of  the  1986  ANA  Convention 
medal,  a list  of  nases  was  deemed  inappropriate.  A these 
was  chosen  that  honored  the  anniversary  while  highlighting 
the  connection  of  NLG  with  its  end  product:  the  printed 
word. 

In  seeking  an  appropriate  wording,  the  executive 
director  recalled  these  haunting  stanzas  chiseled  in  stone 
above  the  main  entrance  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library: 


Here  are  enshrined  the  longings 
of  great  hearts; 


the  noble  things  that  tower 
above  the  tide; 

the  printed  word,  that  wingec 
wonder  starts; 

the  garnered  wisdom  that  has 
never  died. 


Surely  “winged  wonder1'  has  started  fros  many  a coin 


Tht  Fraktur,  monthly  journal  and  fixed  price 
list  for  collectors  of  German  Notgeld,  made  its  debut 
in  June.  Editor  and  publisher  is  NLG  Charter  mesber 
Courtney  L.  Coffing,  long  known  "Mr.  Notgeld"  during 
his  years  at  Amos  Press  and  Krause  Publications. 

Coffing  s 6uide  and  Checklist  of  World  Notgeld 
took  Best  Specialized  Book  - World  Paper  Money  in  the 
198B  NLG  Writers  Competition.  As  the  author  points 
out,  Notgeld  is  German  for  “Necessity  honey,*  and  has 
come  to  be  applied  to  issues  of  such  varied  lands  as 
Spain,  France,  Austria,  Russia,  Czecho-Slovakia  and 
Denmark  as  well  as  Germany. 

Fraktur  is  the  term  for  Gersany's  classic  ’Gothic* 
typeface,  and  inscriptions  in  this  style  do  appear  on  many 
1914-47  issues.  Editor  Coffing  intends  to  take  up  where 
Arlie  Slabaugh  left  off  with  his  Emergency  Honey  Collector 
in  1949  and  where  the  lamented  Journal  of  the  Eaergency 
Honey  Society  left  off  at  its  merger  into  the  even  sore 
deeply  lasented  World  Coins  sagazine  in  1970. 

Drawing  on  Coffing ’ s 34  years  as  a collector,  each 
issue  of  The  Fraktur  will  examine  an  issuing  city,  town 
or  locale,  such  as  Hamborn,  today  a suburb  of  Duisburg  on 
the  Rhine  and  Ruhr  rivers.  Additional  itets  may  include 
small  features  on  nushers  appearing  on  notes  or  a listing 
of  known  setal , porcelain  or  coal  notgeld. 

Subscriptions  to  The  Fraktur  are  offered  at  $6  per 
year.  Mailing  address  is  The  Fraktur,  P.Q.  Box  334,  Iola 
VI  54945. 


FROM  THE  BOOK  STACKS . . . 


book  or  article,  and  the  printed  word  is  indeed  the  end 
product  of  a writer  s labors. 

100  medals  were  struck  for  NLG:  33  each  in  antigued 
bronze  and  bronze  goldplate;  35  were  struck  in  bronze 
silverplate.  These  are  offered  to  members  at  $15  for  a 
set  of  three;  $5  for  single  pieces. 

An  initial  run  of  exactly  10  double-thick,  piefort 
pieces  in  silverplate  were  offered  at  the  Cincinnati  ANA 
Convention.  All  were  sold  at  $10  each  by  interested 
members  of  the  numismatic  book  profession! 

We  will  order  additional  pie-forts  to  fill  newsletter 
orders,  but  these  will  bear  a distinguishing  mark,  on  the 
reverse  to  protect  the  rarity  of  the  first  10  struck! 

Orders  should  be  sent  with  50  cents  to  cover  postage 
to  NLG,  P.0.  Box  970218,  Hiasi  FL  33197-0218. 


Reviews  of  1988  NLG  Award  Winners  by  David  T.  Alexander 

Halter  Breen's  Cosplete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  by  Halter  Breen,  Doubleday,  New  York, 

1988.  754  pp  large  format  hard  cover,  containing  7,800 
com  entries  and  more  than  4,000  photographs.  Offered  at 
$95  per  copy  by  the  publisher  and  at  major  dealers  and 
book  stores. 

The  ever-changing  depth  and  breadth  of  numismatics 
make  such  expressions  as  “the  last  word"  inapplicable  tc 
our  field,  but  Halter  Breen's  latest  effort  comes  as  close 
to  the  ultimate  as  may  be  possible. 

Necessarily  priced  at  $75,  this  massive  book 
represents  quite  literally  the  labor  and  the  learning  of  a 
lifetime.  Its  successful  appearance  on  the  marketplace  is 
an  event  sure  to  have  the  most  far-reaching  effects  on  the 
entire  field. 

continued  on  page  9 
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Breen's  many  earlier  works  have  been  definitive  in 
areas  including  Proof  coinage,  early  gold,  half  cents, 

Urge  cents,  silver  coin  die  varieties  and  U.S.  Mint 
history.  As  the  author  notes  in  his  priceless  annotated 
bibliography,  these  valuable  early  efforts  have  been 
supplanted  by,  or  more  properly  incorporated  in  the  new 
Encyclopedia. 

The  book  opens  with  parallel  columns  of  weights, 
fineness  and  measures  used  to  catalog  coins  since  Colonial 
times:  Aliquot  inches  (increments  such  as  1 21/32  -inch), 
the  old  American  Scale  measurements  (expressed  in 
sixteenths  of  an  inch),  decimal  inches  and  millimeters. 

No  comparable  parallel  listing  has  been  available  in  such 
concise  form. 

Beginning  with  the  Hogge  money  of  Bermuda,  Breen 
lists  all  Early  American  Coins,  including  official  and 
royal  patent  issues,  private  and  speculative  tokens,  early 
state  coinages,  patterns,  tokens  traditionally  collected 
as  part  of  the  series,  and  circulating  medalets  of 
Washington.  This  section  concludes  with  the  Fugio  cents 
and  the  Provisional  U.S.  Mint  patterns  of  1792. 

The  listings  include  all  regular  issue  Federal  coins 
from  half  cents  through  double  eagles  by  date  and  Mint 
mark.  Commemoratives  and  pioneer  or  territorial  gold 
follow.  What  the  author  calls  “Other  Authorized  Local 
Issues,"  Confederate,  Alaskan  and  royal  Hawaiian  coins 
round  out  the  listing. 

Falling  back  once  more  on  the  reviewer's  slogan  “only 
Sod  is  perfect,”  it  seems  peculiar  that  coins  inscribed 
United  States  of  America,  struck  for  the  Philippines  under 
the  sovereignty  of  this  country,  are  omitted  when  Alaskan 
bi nql es  and  King  Kalakaua's  Hawaiian  coins  are  listed. 

Each  type  or  senes  included  is  prefaced  by  a 
detailed  introduction  based  on  the  latest  information 
available  to  the  author.  In  the  Early  American  Coin 
section,  particularly,  valuable  updates  include 
identification  of  the  Castorland  “medal"  as  a coin  of 
half -ecu  denomination. 

A new  numbering  system  covers  every  coin  iisted  in 
the  book.  Breen  Encyclopedia  (perhaps  to  be  known  as  BE! 
numbers  may  become  accepted  for  early  issues.  No 
comprehensive  numbering  for  regular  issue  U.S.  coins  has 
been  accepted  in  the  past,  although  “Scott"  numbers  were 
introduced  briefly  with  the  disastrous  second  edition  of 
the  Comprehensive  Catalogue  it  Encyclopedia  Df  U.S.  Coins 
in  1976. 

That  remarkable  book,  which  bore  Don  Taxay's  name  on 
its  first  edition,  with  ncn-numismatic  ‘editors"  Rose  and 
Hazelcorn  added  for  the  second,  sank,  out  of  sight  after 
1976,  its  abortive  numbering  system  dragged  to  its  death 
by  a pair  o+  uproariously  inaccurate  pocket-sized  booklets 
rather  impudently  titled  "Standard"  catalogues  for  U.S. 
c o i n 5 and  paper  money. 

Enhancing  the  Encyclopedia  s value  its  role  as  a 
one-book  library  is  the  author's  inclusion  of  existing 
numbering  systems  for  cross-referencing  series  such  as 
Massachusetts  silver  coinage  (Noe),  Connecticut  coppers 
(Miller),  New  Jersey  coppers  (Maris),  early  Large  cents 
(Sheldon)  or  later  date  Large  cents  (Newcomb). 


Because  the  author's  more  up-to-date  information  and 
scientific  methodology,  he  lists  these  early  issues  in  a 
sequence  different  from  those  of  the  pioneer  authors. 

Thus,  today's  collector  may  experience  difficulty  trying 
to  match  some  of  his  Connecticut  coppers'  Miller  numbers 
with  BE  equivalents. 

Throughout  these  intricate  series,  highly  distinctive 
varieties  may  have  been  assigned  exact  BE  equivalents, 
while  lesser  varieties  may  be  combined  in  a single  BE 
number. 

Purists  today  insist  that  such  issues  as  William 
Wood's  Hibernia  coins,  the  Voce  Populi  and  Rosa  Americana 
coins  never  circulated  in  the  13  Colonies.  Using  such 
resources  as  William  C.  Primes  1861  Coins,  Medals  t 
Seals,  Ancient  and  Modern,  as  well  as  evidence  fro® 
"non-collector  accumulations,"  Breen  buttresses  his 
assertion  that  they  did. 

Illustrations  are  somewhat  varied  in  quality,  as  the 
author  notes  at  the  start.  Photos  were  necessarily  drawn 
from  many  sources,  and  it  is  really  amazing  that  the 
overall  quality  is  as  high  as  it  is. 

Insiders  in  the  world  of  numismatic  publishing  once 
predicted  that  the  Breen  Encyclopedia  would  die  aborning, 
victim  of  the  shifting  ownership  and  editorial  staffs  at 
Doubleday,  All  numismatic  authors  know  the  trauma  of 
trying  to  explain  the  surrealistic  world  of  coin 
collectors  to  skeptical  lay  publishers. 

The  hand  of  non-numismatic  editors  is  visible  in  the 
kindergarten-level  publicity  releases  and,  inevitably,  in 
the  text  of  the  dust  jacket.  Few  real  numismatists  will 
share  the  copy-editor's  lust  for  true  story  of  B.  Max 
Mehl's  promotion  of  the  1913  Liberty  nickel;  to  them  the 
true  story  of  the  so-called  Kentucky  token  of  the  1790’s, 
or  the  exposition  of  sugar  baron  Claus  Spreckel  s role  in 
Hawaiian  coinage  are  sore  significant. 

Unfortunately,  a greater  problem  is  the  positioning 
of  illustrations  in  the  book  itself.  Some  junior  employee 
at  Doubleday  decided  to  place  the  photos  under  the  coins 
which  they  illustrate.  This  creates  major  confusion  until 
the  reader  makes  a Firm  mental  note,  and  "translation 
becomes  automatic  when  using  Breen  with  other  references 
or  with  auction  catalogs  with  photos  above  descriptions. 

Such  objections,  of  course,  are  trivial.  What  is 
more  significant  is  the  fabulous  sellout  of  the  first 
printing,  $75  and  all,  to  all  kinds  of  buyers.  Publishing 
real  coin  books  is  becoming  profitable  and  fashionable  in 
the  late  1990's,  for  which  all  can  be  thankful  who  see  our 
field  as  more  than  a desert  of  plastic  slabs  and  glossy 
investor  brochures. 

We  can  say  with  absolute  confidence  that  Walter 
Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colon- 
ial Coins  is  a a book  all  must  own.  Yes,  you  really 
should  spend  next  month's  rent  for  this  one! 


The  Coin  Collectors  Survival  Manual,  second  revised 
and  enlarged  edition,  by  Scott  A.  Travers,  Prentice  Hall 
Books,  New  York  1988.  21B  pp,  soft  cover,  lavishly 
illustrated  with  black-and-white  photos.  Offered  by  the 
author  (Scott  Travers  Information  Services,  599  Lexington 
five.,  23rd  Floor,  New  York  NY  10022!  to  NIB  fleecers  at  a 
special  rate,  $9.99  per  copy  postpaid. 

The  first  edition  of  this  best-selling  guide,  sub- 
titled "An  Indispensable  Guide  for  Collectors  and 
Investors,"  took  NLG  Book  of  the  Year  honors  in  1984.  Its 
effect  has  been  far-reaching  and  has  earned  New  Yorker 
Travers  his  reputation  as  the  ‘Ralph  Nader"  of  the  coin 
invest#ent  industry. 

This  second  edition  reflects  the  dramatic  changes 
that  have  transformed  the  coin  investment  market  in  the 
four  years  since  the  book  first  appeared.  Still  in  place 
are  the  wonderfully  relevant  and  incisively  written 
chapters  on  the  basics  of  coin  viewing  and  safe  handling, 
bourse  etiquette,  preservation  and  safe  storage  that  sade 
the  first  edition  a success. 

Both  the  dedications  and  the  table  of  contents  attest 
to  the  maturing  of  the  author,  viewed  by  nany  as  the 
enfant  terrible  of  the  early  1980's.  But  his  fearless  new 
input  on  the  red-hot  issues  of  the  day:  coin  grading, 
private  grading  services  and  the  role  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  make  the  second  edition  as  vitally 
necessary  for  the  informed  buyer  as  the  first. 

Travers  pulled  few  punches  in  1984,  and  many  of  his 
blows  landed  where  they  could  do  the  most  good.  Not  one 
to  be  ir.ti dated  by  a target's  money  or  power,  he  was 
known  froa  his  first  appearance  as  a Young  Numismatist  in 
the  1970s  as  a writer  who  said  it  as  he  saw  it. 

The  aajor  contribution  of  the  new  edition  is  its 
fourth  chapter,  “Grading  Services."  The  opening  quote 
froa  private  grading  service  founder  David  Hall  is  worth 
the  purchase  price  of  the  entire  book. 

Hall  concludes  his  frank  appraisal  of  the  pre-gradinq 
service  era,  written  as  he  founded  the  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service,  PCGS,  "For  five  years  we've  supplied  the 
telemarketers  who  have  pounded  the  coin  buying  public  with 
Salomon  Brothers  fantasies  while  [selling  then]  viciously 
overgraded  coins.  We  are  currently  paying  the  consequen- 
ces of  the  abuses  of  the  past  ten  years.  And  frankly,  we 
deserve  it!" 

In  1984  the  "white  knight"  of  objective  grading  was 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  Certification  Service, 
ANACS.  1938  sees  ANACS  shorn  of  qualified  leadership  of 
the  Nary  Thompson,  Tom  DeLorey  era,  reduced  to  a shadow  of 
its  former  market  stature. 

Its  share  of  the  market  has  dwindled  despite  hasty 
and  sometimes  meretricious  attempts  to  belatedly  copy-cat 
the  vastly  successful  PCGS  and  the  more  recent  Numismatic 
Guaranty  Corporation  of  America  (NGC). 

The  author  impartially  notes  the  blossoming  of  the 
grading  services,  including  Numismatic  Certification 
Institute  (NCI),  but  adds  that  "The  collector  has 
responded  to  the  success  of  the  grading  services  and  the 
mass  selling  of  rare  coins  as  a product  with  anger  and 
raqe  - and  understandably  so1" 
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Travers  offers  an  inside  look  at  the  very  real 
"changes  in  grading  standards"  exemplified  by  ANACS- 
graded  MS-65  pieces  graded  in  1981  and  re-graded  in  the 
MS-60  to  MS-63  range  in  1983.  An  especially  grisly 
example  is  provided  by  the  personal  commemorative 
portfolio  of  one-time  ANACS  authenticator -grader  Nike 
Fui jenz. 

The  inner  workings  of  the  major  grading  services  are 
examined  in  considerable  depth:  how  coins  are  examined,  by 
what  systems  the  various  graders  work,  the  making  of 
sonically  sealed  plastic  "slabs"  and  how  sight-unseen 
trading  made  possible  by  these  services  has  affected  the 
overall  market. 

The  Federal  Trade  Commission's  entry  into  the  picture 
is  reviewed,  its  use  of  Consent  Orders  to  liquidate 
objectionable  fires,  including  one  closely  tied  to  the 
early  ANA  efforts  at  industry  self-regulation. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  guides  the  reader  through 
the  labyrinth  of  counterfeit  and  altered  coins,  buying  and 
selling  coins  and  collections  through  sail-order,  the  role 
of  pricing  guides,  and  the  workings  auctions  and  coin 
shows. 

The  Coir.  Collectors  Survival  Nanual  offers  an  amazing 
amount  of  important  information  at  a very  reasonable 
price.  Any  numismatist  who  wishes  to  stay  informed  on  the 
realities  of  the  market  should  have  a copy  handy  on  the 
library  shelf. 


EXCELLENCE 

excel  end  a 

vorzuglichkeit 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin 
accessories.  F^r  over  45  years  Whitman  has 
been  supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  relia- 
ble and  authoritative  reference  books  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  furnishing  collectors  with 
pricing  information,  Whitman  has  made  col- 
lecting interesting  and  enjoyable.  Our  coin 
storage  and  display  products  protect  and  en- 
hance even  the  most  discriminating  collec- 
tions. WHITMAN  — the  hobby  standard. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 

Whitman  Coin  Products 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 

Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


JTfTOI 

Magazines,  Inc. 


Come  With  Us 


numismatic  V1GWS 

tu  (dHln  ruk  (QM  MiUn  ® 


Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  and  Books  ■■  m 

I jj  ^ krause 
rf  ^ publications 

700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990 


Remember  when  the  thrill  of  a new  coin 
discovery  made  numismatics  so  worthwhile? 
When  you  could  answer  an  ad  and  get  what 
you  paid  for? 

It’s  still  that  way  in  NUMISMATIC 
NEWS. 

Coin  Market  keeps  you  on  top  of  today’s 
marketplace  — more  than  ever,  as  it  rivals 
even  the  most  sophisticated  “insider” 
newsletter,  those  selling  for  as  much  as  four 
times  our  annual  rate. 

But,  we’ve  never  lost  our  enthusiasm  for 
the  hobby,  and  it  shows  on  every  page,  from 
Burnett  Anderson’s  Washington  reports,  to 
Alan  Herbert’s  Coin  Clinic.  If  you’ve  found 
your  enthusiasm  for  the  hobby  flagging;  or  if 
you  failed  to  get  fair  treatment  elsewhere. 
Come  with  us.  At  NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
we  believe  the  best  is  yet  to  come. 
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20  YEARS  IN  RETROSPECT:  TMO  BUSY  DECADES  OF  NL6 

[Editor's  note:  this  history  was  compiled  over 
several  months , drawing  on  memories  of  several  NLG 
pioneers  and  our  tile  of  early  newsletters.  Then  Margo 
Russell  displayed  her  fabulous  file  of  early  NLG  data  at 
our  July  Symposium1  Much  Df  this  history  comes  from  the 
copies  Margo  so  generously  made  available,  ft  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  is  due  to  NLG ' s perennial  “Favorite  Editor* “] 


it  all  began  late  in  1967.  Coin  clubs  of  all  kinds 
were  proliferating  throughout  Southern  California,  and 
numismatists  Lee  Martin,  Ed  McClung,  Maurice  M.  Gould  and 
Dottie  Dow  wondered  Nhy  there  was  no  group  for  writers  in 
the  numismatic  field.  Richard  S.  Yeoman  wrote  an  article 
suggesting  the  need  for  a parent  literary  organization, 
and  the  four  took  off  with  his  idea. 

Fro#  wondering  to  doing  something  about  it  took  only 
days,  as  meaory,  surviving  letters  and  press  releases 
show.  Launching  their  brainchild  by  letter  and  telephone 
were  Martin  lad  manager  of  COINage  magazine),  area  club 
leader  NcClwng,  com  columnist  6ould  and  elongated  coin 
specialist  and  clubwoman  Dottie  Dow. 

The  naae  Numismatic  Literary  6ui Id  and  a letterhead 
existed  as  early  as  January  19,  as  the  earliest  letter  of 
Lee  Martin  to  Coin  World  editor  Margo  Russell  attests. 

The  letter  and  others  like  it  were  mailed  to  editors  of 
leading  publications  with  "a  rather  rough  notice”  stating 
NLG  goals. 

The  public  start  was  made  at  the  February  1968 
Numismatic  Association  of  Southern  California  show.  The 
pioneer  four  chatted  in  person  with  editors  and  writers, 
distributing  application  forms  for  their  new  organization 
for  the  use  of  publication  staffers. 

A catalyst  for  their  “action  now"  program  was  the 
upcoming  American  Numismatic  Association  convention,  set 
ror  August  of  that  year  in  San  Diego.  Lee  Martin  and  his 
colleagues  hoped  to  he  far  enough  along  to  kick  off  the 
new  organization  at  this  national  event. 

Lee's  “rough  notice"  was  headed  “Numismatic  Literary 
Guild..,  Nhy,  When,  Where,  What  and  How.“  It  set  forth 
goals,  established  parameters  and  blazed  some  new  trails 
for  numismatic  organizations.  A number  of  exciting  ideas 
were  advanced,  not  all  of  which  would  be  fulfilled. 

“Why"  was  answered  by  the  statement  "The  formation  of 
a Numismatic  Literary  Guild  is  motivated  by  the  needs  of 
the  numismatic  writer.  The  Guild  s aims  are  to  assist  the 
writer  by  research  facilities,  having  a coin  photo  file 
available  and  to  accord  recognition  for  articles  and 
manuscripts  worthy  of  acclaim.’ 

A monthly  newsletter  was  promised,  and  it  was 
reported  that  "an  existing  coin  photo  library  has  been 
donated. . .reams  of  coin  data  are  currently  being 
fi led. . .members  may  use  such  facilities  immediately."  A 
complete  numismatic  library  was  also  foretold. 

Awards  were  among  the  very  first  goals  of  the  new 
organization,  and  were  to  be  considered  by  what  the  flyer 
called  ‘a  special  board  of  recognition." 
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At  the  beginning,  a rather  exclusive  membership 
policy  was  decreed.  "Membership. . .is  by  invitation  only. 
Members  may  invite  one  member  per  year.  Original  member- 
ship shall  be  formed  from  selected  individuals  by  a 
membership  committee.  No  membership  dues  are  involved, 
fill...  memberships  are  lifetime  and  will  be  non-numerical . 
Metal  cards  suitably  engraved  will  be  issued  members  upon 
committee  acceptance." 

Associate  membership  was  provided  for  non-writer 
family  members,  thus  assuring  their  support  and  limited 
participation.  This  elitist  attitude  was  in  vogue  among 
such  Southern  California  groups  as  the  Society  for 
International  Numismatics  (SIN)  but  was  not  to  endure. 

The  insistence  on  non-numerical  membership  was  a 
deliberate  departure  from  the  "numbers  game"  then  plaguing 
many  groups.  An  aristocracy  the  Guild  might  be,  but  it 
would  not  be  one  based  on  early  membership  numbers,  as  Lee 
put  in  his  January  letter,  "Two  very  unusual  directions 
are  being  taken  in  the  very  beginning.  NO  DUES  and  NO 
NUMBERS  will  be  involved.  The  logic  behind  the  idea  is 
that  every  member  is  equally  important,  no  matter  when  the 
application  was  processed." 

In  the  absence  of  dues,  NLG  planned  to  sell  auto- 
graphed manuscripts  for  inclusion  in  private  libraries, 
while  second-hand  numsmatic  books  and  periodicals  would 
be  donated  and  auctioned  to  raise  operating  capital. 

By  March  13,  Lee  was  able  to  tell  Russ  Rulau  (then 
editor  of  Norld  Coins  and  Numismatic  Scrapbook  magazines 
in  Sidney,  Ohio),  "Basically,  NLG  will  be  very  much  like 
the  Society  of  Magazine  Writers,  except  we  hope  to  key  it 
to  numismatics.  The  primary  function  will  be  to  assist  in 
as  many  ways  as  possible  to  create  better  coin  articles, 
stories,  books,  etc.” 


The  original  1966  Clety  and  friends: 
Chet  Krause  (L,  1976  winner)  with 
1977  winner  "Red  Book's"  R.S.  Yeowan. 


Sketching  the  proposed  awards  program,  Lee  noted 
"Recognition  will  be  given  to  coin  data  that  has  been 
carefully  researched  and  written  so  that  it  is  understand- 
able. Other  criteria  will  be  clarified  [when]  judges 
canposed  of  NLG  members  are  selected.  The  awards  will  be 
given  once  a year  and  be  limited  to  major  coin  period- 
icals." 

Already  active  as  members,  Lee  reported,  were  Dick 
and  Barbara  Hyde,  Clifford  llishler,  Clement  F.  Bailey, 

Mor t Goodman,  Melvin  Fuld,  Ray  Hanville,  Matthew  van  der 
Voort,  Arlie  Slabaugh,  Lee  Hewitt,  Jim  Miller,  Cale  Jarvis 
and  others. 

Once  again,  it  was  reiterated  that  “We  feel  that  too 
many  clubs  are  already  drawing  dues  fro*  our  members  so 
there  are  no  dues  involved.  Because  of  this  all  who  join 
NLG  will  be  life  members  and  they  will  receive  a permanent 
card  (Metal)...  He  hope  to  keep  the  original  group  small, 
with  no  more  than  100-150  in  NLG." 

In  all  early  correspondence,  those  eligible  to  join 
were  defined  as  “active  numismatic  writers,  museum 
curators  and  aides,  editors  and  publishers.”  These  are 
still  the  basic  categories  20  years  later,  although  the 
once-robust  corps  of  curators  has  sadly  dwindled  along 
with  the  numismatic  museums  themselves. 


Bringing  in  the  Cl eay:  Charles  Hoskins  (L),  1969  winner  Ed 
Rochette  are  assisted  by  Maury  Gould  and  1970  winner  Lee 
Martin  (foreground)  as  Mint  Director  Mary  Brooks  looks  on. 


Volume  1,  Number  1 of  the  NL6  Numismatic  Newsletter 

was  dated  May,  1 96B  and  consisted  of  four  pages.  Maurice 
H.  Gould  described  his  first  »eeting  with  Lee  Martin  at 
the  Tustin  com  club.  He  recalled  an  earlier,  informal 
discussion  group  of  “several  years  ago,”  which  met  a 
several  conventions  but  was  never  formally  organized. 

Gould  had  relocated  with  wife  Jeame  to  Southern 
California  after  a long  numismatic  career  in  the  Boston 
area,  where  he  had  been  a successful  coin  dealer.  The 
tragic  death  of  the  couple's  teen-age  daughter  Debbie  had 
precipitated  their  transcontinental  move  and  they  soon 
became  hobby  leaders  in  the  busy  Los  Angeles-Orange  County 
numismatic  community. 

The  May  newsletter  triggered  a full-scale  press 
release  publicizing  the  new  group  and  its  upcoming  ANA 
Convention  meeting.  Monthly  issues  became  bimonthly  late 
in  the  year.  Lists  of  members  appeared  from  time  to  time, 
but  the  July  1968  newsletter  announced  closing  of  Charter 
memberships  and  published  a definitive  roster, 

A total  of  51  names  appeared,  all  Charter  members 
except  for  the  first  two  Regular  members,  columnists  Leon 
Lindhei*  and  George  Rony.  As  interesting  as  the  list 
itself  is  the  breakdown  of  tembers.  Listed  as  Authors 
were  Vernon  L.  Brown,  Ray  Byrne,  Dottie  Dow,  Jack 
Friedberg,  George  and  Melvin  Fuld,  Jerome  Remick,  Paul 
Rynearson,  and  Niley  Hesterfield;  ositted  by  error  was 
Gunter  Kienast. 

Editors  and  Publishers  were  Kenneth  E.  Bressett  of 
Whitman  Publications;  Courtney  L.  Coffing,  executive 
editor  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook,  World  Coins;  Lee  Hewitt, 
former  publisher  of  Scrapbook;  Richard  and  Barbara  Hyde, 
Numismatic  Digest;  Cale  Jarvis,  Canadian  Coin,  Stamp  k 
Antique  News;  Jim  Miller,  COINage;  Clifford  Mi  shier , 
Numismatic  News,  COINS,  Coin  Collector  t Shopper;  John  S. 
Queen,  ex-editor  Coin  Collector. 

Ed  Rochette  was  editor  of  Numismatic  News;  Russ 
Rul au , World  Coins  and  Numismatic  Scrapbook;  Neil  Shafer, 
associate  editor  Whitman  Publications;  E.  Victor  Snell, 
Canadian  Numismatic  Association  Journal;  Holland  Wallace, 
associate  editor  for  Whitman;  Richard  S.  Yeoman,  Whitman 
Publications. 

Listed  as  Free  Lance  were  Carl  Allenbaugh,  Mort 
Goodman,  Gordon  Z.  Greene,  Richard  Long,  Ed  McClung 
(executive  secretary  for  NL6).  Listed  as  author  and  Coin 
World  staffer  was  Arnold  Jeff coat;  Arlie  Slabaugh  was 
described  as  Numismatic  Director  of  Franklin  Hint  and  ex- 
associate  editor  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook. 

Columnists  were  numerous:  Clem  Bailey,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  James  E.  Charleton,  Virginia  Culver,  Nathan 
Goldstein,  Maurice  H.  Gould,  James  Kelly  (Coin  World 
Trends),  Leon  Lindhei* , Joel  Malter,  Lee  Martin,  Ray 
Hanville,  George  Rony,  and  Mathew  van  der  Voort. 

Curators  were  Thomas  Becker,  assistant  at  the 
Detroit  Money  Museum;  Henry  Brunthal,  American  Numismatic 
Society;  Charles  Hoskins,  Detroit  Honey  Museum;  Mendel 
Peterson,  Vladimir  and  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Associate  Members  were  Jayne  Goodman,  Jean  Gould, 
Alice  Martin,  Dons  McClunq,  Faye  ftoehette,  Darlene  Rulau 
and  Nicole  Rynearson;  listed  later  with  apologies  was 
Mina*  Bailey.  This  section  closed  with  the  slightly 
challenging  question,  "Why  not  nominate  YOUR  associate?8 

The  success  of  the  Auqust  22  meeting  in  the  El  Cortez 
Hotel  5 Washington  Room  was  reported  at  length  in  the 
August-September  newsletter.  Chairman  was  Tom  Becker; 
attending  were  32  Charter  members.  Temporary  by-laws  were 
distributed  and  an  acting  Board  of  Directors  was  seated, 
composed  of  Mcrt  Goodman,  tale  Jarvis,  SIN  founder  Jim 
Betton  and  trophy  aaker-Lincolniana  specialist  Gordon  Z. 
Greene. 

Greene,  proprietor  of  Galaxie  Creations,  presented  a 
desk  card  holder  of  his  own  design  to  the  NLG  members  to 
display  their  new  plastic  membership  cards.  In  time  he 
was  to  create  the  etched  set al  cards,  as  well  as  the 
distinctive  typewriter  and  enamelled  NLG  logo  for  use  as  i 
lapel  pin  and  membership  medal. 

Greene  also  provided  the  90-pound  qoid-painted  type- 
writer unveiled  (or  "untowelled")  by  Lee  Martin,  the 
original  Clemy  Award.  The  “Clemy"  as  the  first  spelling 
had  it,  was  first  presented  with  some  part  of  the  NLG 
tongue  in  the  organization  s cheek.  It  was  received  with 
such  seriousness,  however,  that  it  joined  the  roster  of 
most  widely  coveted  writing  awards  overnight. 

Winner  Bailey  had  to  find  ways  to  lug  his  massive 
award  home  to  Wisconsin,  This  logistical  problem  was  to 
be  faced  by  the  next  few  Clemy  winners,  until  the  ANA 
museum  became  hose  to  the  original  award.  A zinc  plate 
rendering  of  the  typewriter  faced  with  lucite  soon 
replaced  the  massive  original,  yielding  in  turn  to  a new 
lucite  embedment  created  in  1985, 

The  exact  spelling  of  this  award  has  been  disputed, 
specifically  by  its  namesake,  the  late  Clem  Bailey.  The 
spelling  "Clemy8  became  standard  largely  because  the 
engraved  piaquette  on  the  original  typewriter  (displayed 
most  recently  at  the  1987  Atlanta  Bash)  spells  the  name 
with  a single  " 

The  list  of  Clemy  winners  has  grown  with  the  stature 
of  the  award;  the  roll  of  honorees  is  as  follows: 


A 10-part  questionnaire  mailed  with  the  newsletter 
solicited  the  members'  views  on  membership  qualifications 
and  aamission  procedures;  requested  a once-only  $10  emer- 
gency donation  to  finance  the  launching  of  NLG;  suggested 
election  of  a permanent  Board;  and  asked  for  an  opinion  on 
continuing  Lee  Martin  as  editor.  (Lee  was  doomed  to 
remain  at  the  helm  on  and  off  until  1984') 

The  questionnaire  closed  with  a broad  hint  that 
naming  a president  for  NLG  might  not  be  desirable.  It 
suggested  that  a president  employed  by  a major  publisher 
might  lead  to  charges  that  NLG  was  dominated  by  a single 
commercial  organization. 

This  latter  point  was  apparently  taken  to  heart,  and 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  NLG  was  afterwards  known  as 
executive  director,  not  president. 


The  beloved  Cle*  Bailey  plays  bongos 
at  the  1975  Los  Angeles  NL6  reception. 
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NL6  Executive  Directors  to  Date: 


» 


Lee  Martin,  196B-69 
Maurice  M.  Gould,  1970-71 
Ray  Byrne,  1972-76 
Gordon  7.  Greene,  1976-77 
Ray  Byrne,  acting  Jan. -Aug.  1977 
Virginia  Culver  1977-81 
Paul  Whitnah,  1981-82 
David  T.  Alexander,  1982- 


The  first  regularly  elected  board  was  seated  in  1969. 
The  full  roster  of  all  NLG  Boards  includes  the  following: 


1969-70 

1970-71 

Tom  Becker 

Ray  Byrne 

Maurice  M. 

Gould 

Chester  L. 

Krause 

Chester  L. 

Krause 

Clifford  fli shier 

Edward  C. 

Rochette 

Richard  S. 

Yeoian 

Richard  S. 

Yeoman 

1971-72 

1972-73 

Ray  Byrne 

To®  Haney 

John  McKay-Ciesents 

Lee  Hewitt 

Tom  Haney 

Charles  M.  Hoskins 

Abe  Kosoff 

Leon  Lindhei# 

Eric  Newman 

Eric  Neman 

1979-80 

1980-0 1 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Oscar  H.  Dodson 

Oscar  H.  Dodson 

Abe  Kosoff 

Abe  Kosoff 

Paul  Whitnah 

Paul  Whitnah 

1981-82 

1982-83 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Q.  David  Bowers 

G.  David  Bowers 

Virginia  Culver 

Virginia  Culver 

Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  Fivaz 

Donn  Pearltan 

Donn  Pearl  man 

Anthony  Swiatek 

1983-84 

1984-B5 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Kenneth  Bressett 

Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  Fivaz 

Lee  Martin 

Lee  Martin 

Donn  Pearl aan 

Donn  Pearlian 

Anthony  Swiatek 

Anthony  Swiatek 

1985- 

(Directors  elected 

Tg®  DeLorey 

since  1985  have 

Col.  Bill  Murray 

served  staggered 

Donn  Pearl  man 

one-year  and  two- 

Ed  Reiter 

year  terws  under 

Anthony  Swiatek 

new  NL6  By-laws) 

DPMEMEMMMMJMIMMMMMMMfEJMMJ 


1973-74 

Kenneth  Bressett 
Abe  Kosoff 
9.  David  Bowers 
Leon  Lindhei® 


1975-76 

Kenneth  Bressett 
Ray  Byrne 
Maurice  M.  Gould* 
Russell  Rulau 
Randolph  Zander 


1977-78 

Yasha  Beresiner 
Ray  Byrne 
Abe  Kosoff 
Russell  Rulau 
Richard  S.  Yeoman 


1974-75 

Kenneth  Bressett 
Randolph  Zander 
Gordon  Z.  Greene 
9.  David  Bowers 
Russell  Rulau 


1976-77 

Yasha  Beresiner 
Kenneth  Bressett 
Ray  Byrne 
Gordon  Z.  Greene* 
Russell  Rulau 


1978-79 

Kenneth  Bressett 
Abe  Kosoff 
Paul  Whitnah 
Richard  S.  Yeonan 


Other  appointed  officers  serving  NLG  have  been  Editor  of 
the  NLG  Newsletter  and  Treasurer.  The  following  have 
served  as  Treasurer  since  1968: 


Gordon  Z.  Greene,  1968-76 
Leon  Lindhein,  1976-83 
Chuck  O'Donnell,  1983-86 
Kay  Edgerton  Lenker,  1986- 
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NIB  Newsletter  Editors  to  Date: 


Best  Columnist 

Best  Writer 

Lee  Martin,  1968-75 
James  J.  Johnson,  1975 

COINS 

Virginia  Culver 

Carl  All enbaugh 

Lee  Martin,  1975-81 
Ed  Reiter,  1981-82 

COINage 

George  Rony 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

Martin,  1982-84 
i .ssell  Rulau,  1984-86 

Coin  Nor  Id 

Janes  B.  Johnson 

Abe  Kosoff 

°y  Foerster,  19B6-B7 
David  T.  Alexander,  1987- 

Collector 
it  Shopper 

Arlie  Slabaugh 

R.  Poeschal 

Numismatic  News 

Clem  Bailey 

Clifford  Mishler 

The  Numismatist 

Melvin  Fuld 

Ernst  Kraus 

.iJMMMIMIMM  im  MMIlIIlj 

Numismatic 

Scrapbook 

Hank  Spangenberger 

Courtney  Caff ing 

World  Coins 

Jerome  Remick 

R.C.  Bell 

Surveying  the  nearly  complete  file  of  back  issues  of 
the  NLG  Newsletter  reveals  many  of  the  happenings  that 
have  shaped  the  organization  over  the  years.  Any  saap ling 
of  only  the  high  points  will  reveal  such  of  the  warmth  and 
human  interest  that  has  made  up  the  Guild's  history. 

The  new  by-laws  of  NLG  were  revealed  in  early  1969. 
Much  effort  was  spent  on  defining  and  limiting  membership. 
Each  Regular  member  was  entitled  to  bring  in  one  new 
member  each  year.  All  would  be  Life  members  "as  long  as 
they  qualify.0 

Here  was  elitism  with  a vengeance.  This  by-law 
required  the  Board  of  Directors  to  act  as  a review 
committee,  continuously  riding  herd  on  the  membership. 
Special  forms  were  to  be  provided  to  police  each  member's 
continued  good  standing.  Not  surprisingly,  little  of 
practical  value  case  of  this  by-law. 

NLG  Board  members  would  have  one-year  terms,  and  none 
could  serve  sore  than  three  consecutive  terras.  Looking  to 
Lhe  future,  the  Guild  offered  to  set  up  and  operate  a 
:'°ss  Rods  at  ANA  Conventions. 

By  March  there  were  61  members  who  had  paid  $10  entry 
"ee  or  $5  if  Associate  sieabers.  First  to  qualify  as  a 
Regular  member  under  these  amended  by-laws  Nas  error  com 
expert  Arnold  Hargolis;  among  1969 ’ s other  prominent 
members  were  6eorgE  Rony  of  COlNaqe  magazine  and  John  S. 
Queen,  forraer  editor  of  The  Coin  Collector,  kewanee,  IL. 

Gordon  Z.  Greene  released  the  new  NLG  badges  in  June, 
consisting  of  the  enarael  NLG  and  tiny  typewriter  (“the 
platen  actually  turns!")  on  a uniface  nickelplate  disc. 

Red  ribbons  indicated  Charter,  blue  distinguished  Regular 
members. 

In  the  first  writers  competition,  award  winners  were 
elected  by  a ballot  sent  of  all  members.  There  were  only 
two  categories  for  each  of  the  publications  listed  in  the 
contest:  Best  Columnist  and  Best  Writer.  Although  space 
limitations  preclude  listing  each  year's  complete  slate  of 
winners,  this  first  year  deserves  to  be  listed  in  full: 


The  editor  called  response  "minimal"  in  commenting  on 
the  actual  balloting.  Disputes  arose  at  once  over  proper 
categories,  even  at  this  early  stage  with  precisely  two 
categories  to  provide  mater i al  for  argument.  Abe  Kosoff, 
best  writer  in  Coin  World,  was  actually  a columnist... 

A photo  contest  was  the  object  of  such  labor  in  these 
early  competitions,  with  Franklin  Hint  photos  taking  an 
early  lead.  As  the  years  advanced  the  photo  contest 
became  an  on-again,  off-again  affair,  finally  lapsing 
completely  after  theft  of  some  entries  during  the  1970 's. 

The  year  1969  ended  with  complaints  from  Coin  World's 
Jia  Johnson  and  "one  well-known  expert"  that  they  had  been 
ignored  in  the  inviting  of  Charter  members.  The  red  and 
blue  ribbons  of  the  new  badges  were  also  assailed  as 
violating  the  non-d i scr i mi nat i on  ethic  with  which  NLG  had 
begun  its  “no  raembership  numbers"  policy. 

The  first  NLG  newsletters  and  letterhead  presented  a 
modern  portable  typewriter  working  a sheet  of  paper 
bearing  a giant  Barber  dime.  Beginning  with  the  April 
1969  issue,  a steel  engraving  of  a vintage  Densnore 
typewriter  made  its  appearance. 

TRhe  origin  of  this  ancient  cut,  still  in  use  in 
1988,  was  revealed  in  October  1969  with  a reprint  of  an  ad 
from  the  November  1895  Saint  Nicholas  Magazine  for  "The 
light-runninq  DENSMORE.  the  World's  Greatest  Typewriter." 
This  was  a variation  on  the  first  Remington  with  keys  that 
struck  under  the  platen,  making  it  necessary  to  tip  that 
key  part  over  to  inspect  the  progress  of  one's  typing. 

December  brought  a first  hint  of  realities  that  would 
be  inescapable  later  on:  NLG  revenue  was  not  adequate  to 
wet.  expenses  of  the  newsletter,  much  less  the  other 
expenses  of  the  Guild  it  served.  In  the  Spring  of  1970 
'he  Guild  s "financial  woes  ended”  with  the  beginning  of 
paid  newsletter  advertising. 
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In  March  and  April  the  first  advertisers  Mere  Behn 
Hiller  Hagazines,  Krause  Publications,  the  Franklin  Hint, 
99  Conpany  (PNC's),  Presidential  Art  Hedals,  Nhitaan 
Publishing,  Pan-Art  Covers,  Coin  & Currency  Institute  and 
Ray  Byrne  (seeking  counteraarked  coins  for  his  faaed 
collection). 

The  annual  aeeting  at  St.  Louis  ANA  introduced 
another  perennial  problea:  scheduling  conflicts  with  the 
OTACS  reception,  TAHS  banquet  and  a aajor  educational 
seainar.  Tickets  to  the  newly  instituted  cocktail  party 
were  only  *2.50.  The  Guild  received  25  new  applicants, 
prompting  gruabling  of  too  aany  aeabers  and  an  unwieldy 
organization. 

In  October  a correction  was  run  to  a Coin  Horld  story 
saying  the  "Cleaay*  had  been  given  to  the  Guild  aeaber  who 
travelled  the  greatest  distance  to  St.  Louis.  Not  so,  NLG 
objected,  the  award  recognized  writing  ability  and  sense 
of  huaor. 

The  roster  of  writer-caluanist  winners  closely 
paralleled  that  of  1969,  and  included  the  first  tie.  The 
COlNage  Best  Writer  award  was  split  between  Haurice  H. 

Soul d and  Martin  Goodaan  (aka  Lee  Martin). 

Lee  Martin's  faaed  gag  gifts  aade  their  debut  at  this 
party,  which  also  saw  Lee  inveigled  into  helping  drag  the 
heavy  Cleay  to  the  podiua,  only  to  be  announced  as  its 
next  recipient! 

Executive  Director  6ould  announced  ’clarified*  NLG 
leadership  rules  in  January  1971.  Regular  aeabers  would 
include  staffers  of  coin  publications  and  the  lay  press; 
full-tiae  nuaisaatic  publishers  and  editors;  feature 
writers  contributing  nuaisaatic  stories  on  a regular 
basis;  and  nuaisaatic  writers  whose  aaterial  appeared  four 
or  aore  tiaes  a year;  and  nuaisaatic  curators. 

Associate  aeabership  was  now  open  to  authors  of  books 
and  catalogs  who  published  at  least  three  titles  in  the 
preceding  five  years.  Honorary  aeabers  would  be  those 


fcuiuatici*  ’Ambassador  of  Bood  Hill*  Maurice  Gould 
■ith  David  Alexander  at  the  1974  SIN  Convention. 


receiving  a unaniaous  vote  by  the  Board.  New  aeabers' 
entry  fee  was  now  *20;  no  annual  dues  would  be  charged, 
nor  any  aeaber  taxed  against  his  or  her  will. 

Clea  Bailey  left  full-tiae  eaployaent  with  Krause  and 
was  a free  lance  writer  by  March,  while  a new  aeaber  naaed 
Walter  Breen  was  welcoaed  aboard  with  an  iapressive  credit 
crawl  that  included  his  position  as  editor  of  Sybil  Leak's 
Astrology  Journal. 

The  Nashington,  D.C.  ANA  Convention  would  include  the 
August  13  NLG  party,  still  *2.50  per  person.  New  aeabers 
included  Chicago  aedal  expert  Nathan  Eglit,  Adairal  Oscar 
H.  Dodson  and  a young  student  at  Halsh  School  for  Foreign 
Service,  David  L.  Ganz. 

The  balloting  for  the  1971  contest  saw  three  new 
publications  and  winners.  Canadian  Coin,  Staap  it  Antigua 
News  had  Cale  Jarvis  as  Best  Coluanist;  Error  Trends  had 
Arnold  Hargalis  as  Best  Wri ter;  Carl  Allenbaugh  received 
honors  as  Best  Coluanist  in  the  NLG  Newsletter. 

Post-ANA  applicants  included  error  coin  specialist 
Allen  Herbert  of  Deadwood,  South  Dakota;  Long  Island's 
Stanley  Apfelbaua  and  veteran  professional  nuaisaatist  and 
Coin  Norld  coluanist  Hans  H.F.  Schulaan.  The  first  NL6 
Honorary  Heaber  to  be  elected  was  U.S.  Hint  engraver  Frank 
Gasparro.  Following  in  the  next  aonth  were  two  future  NLG 
leaders,  London's  Yasha  Beresiner  and  fast-rising  airline 
executive  Paul  Nhitnah. 

COlNage  coluanist  6eorge  Rony  died  early  in  1972,  and 
his  obituary  described  his  escape  froa  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution  in  his  native  Russia,  subsequent  fila-aaking 
career  in  pre-Hitler  Geraany,  escape  to  the  U.S.  and 
subsequent  nuaisaatic  exploits  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Three  new  Honorary  aeabers  were  voted  in  July:  foraer 
U.S.  Hint  Director  Eva  Adaas;  Jefferson  nickel  designer 
Felix  Schlag;  past  U.S.  Hint  and  present  Franklin  Hint 
Chief  Engraver  Gilroy  Roberts. 

Added  to  the  award  roster  was  Jia  Hiller  as  Best 
Feature  Writer  for  the  Behn  Hiller  organ  Coin  Hart.  The 
first  Book  of  the  Year  Award  went  to  Krause  Publications 
for  the  preaier  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  Norld 
Coins. 

Three  new  awards  for  writers  in  the  lay  press 
appeared.  Best  coin  coluanist  in  a newspaper  of  less  than 
100,000  circulation  was  Phil  Nalton  of  the  Fort  Lauder- 
dale, Florida,  Tribune;  best  for  newspapers  with  aore  than 
100,000  was  Cale  Jarvis  of  the  Toronto  Globe  I Hail;  best 
syndicated  coluanist  was  Haurice  H.  Gould  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Tiaes  Syndicate. 

The  New  Orleans  ’NLG  Happening’  was  an  incredible 
success,  with  175  attending  under  Standing  Rooa  Only 
conditions.  Eva  Adaas  installed  the  new  board  as  guests 
including  Franklin  Hint  President  Charles  Andes  and  Coin 
Horld  Publisher  J,  Oliver  Aaos  looked  on. 

Further  clarified  aeabership  regulations  now  included 
only  two  categories:  Regular  and  Honorary.  Included  in 
the  first  were  nuaisaatic  and  lay  press  staffers  and 
nuaisaatic  writers  anywhere  with  at  least  six  appearances 

in  print  per  year. 
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Looking  forward  to  the  Bicentennial  in  Mhat  Mas 
probably  the  last  article  he  Hrote  was  Felix  Schlag,  Mho 
called  for  suitable  nuaisaatic  recognition  of  the  nation's 
200th  birthday.  New  aeabers  Melcoaed  included  CM  ad 
aanager  Mayne  Lawrence  and  veteran  dealer  Randolph  Zander. 

This  busy  year  saw  a Special  Edition  of  the  WL6 
Newsletter,  devoted  principally  to  D.  Larry  Cruabley's 
"Tax  Tips  for  Authors."  Cruabley,  a Ph.D.  and  C.P.A.  had 
becoae  the  leading  tax  expert  in  the  nuaisaatic  and 
writing  fields  by  this  tiae  and  his  article  Mas  widely 
acdaiaed. 

Ed  Reiter  joined  in  March  1973,  as  did  Editor  Thoaas 

Marshall  of  The  Nuai statist.  Malter  Breen  contributed  a 
ary  classic  on  his  adventures  surveying  one  of  the 

greatest  early  Aaerican  copper  coin  collections  for  the 
oaf fish  "Naaeless  Coin  Coapany." 

The  first  NL6  Mriters  Forua  Mas  announced  for  the 
coaing  Boston  ANA.  Maurice  M.  Gould  Moderated  that  the 
official  convention  prograa  called  a "Colloquiua,"  a tera 
blaaed  for  less  than  hoped-for  attendance.  Boing  on  Mere 
Jia  Miller,  Margo  Russell,  Ken  Bressett,  Russell  Rulau  and 
Fred  Breen  (then  of  Coins  Today). 

The  annual  NL6  party  Mas  another  blockbuster,  with 
Theresa  De  Francisci,  Midoa  of  and  aodel  for  Peace  Dollar 
designer  Anthony  De  Francisci  as  guest  of  honor.  Silver 
dollars  taped  under  selected  seats  caused  an  uproarious 
scraable  Mhen  the  coins'  presence  Mas  announced. 

January  1974  sat  the  original  Cleay  retiring  at  last 
to  the  ANA  Huseua  in  Colorado  Springs.  Honorary  aeaber 
Schlag  died  March  9,  closing  a era  in  U.S.  coinage 
history. 

The  Bal  Harbour  (Miaai  Beach,  Florida)  ANA  saH  a gala 
NL6  party.  Historical  personages  attending  included  "Ben 
Franklin"  (Ralph  "Curley"  Mitchell)  and  "Abrahaa  Lincoln 
(Abe’s  look-alike  6ordon  Z.  6reene). 

On  stage  for  the  first  tiae  Mas  the  "Bill  Louth  Hucho 
6usto  Musical  6roup,"  to  becoae  faaous  as  "The  Girls,"  and 
to  include  Margo  Russell,  Virginia  Culver,  Polly  Dodson, 
Eva  Adaas,  P.H.  Milliaas,  Betty  Medlar  and  Mary  Brooks. 
"The  Girls"  gave  aaazingly  intricate  costuaed  appearances 
keyed  to  the  history  of  such  ANA  sites  as  Boston,  Net  York 
City,  Atlanta  and  Saint  Louis  in  years  to  coae. 

Joining  NL6  Mere  Miaai  bibliographer  Richard 
Rosichan;  iaaediate  past-Miaaian  David  T.  Alexander,  not  a 
Coin  Morld  staff  writer  in  Sidney,  Ohio;  paper  aoney 
specialist  Fred  SchMan  and  "Net-Mi statist"  coluanist  Col. 
Bill  Hurray. 

The  net  year  brought  aoaentous  nets.  Boting 
belatedly  to  the  obvious  and  the  necessary,  the  NLB  Board 
aandated  annual  dues  of  $5  per  aeaber.  Executive  Director 
, Ray  Byrne  reported 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
by  unaniaous  assent,  an  annual  payaent  of  $5  is 
not  iaperative  by  each  aeaber  so  that  Me  can 
retain  solvent  and  entertain  you  via  the  annual 
party  and  to  get  the  Newsletter  out  on  a 6 tiaes 
per  annua  basis. 
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Lee  Martin,  editor  of  the  neMsletter  since  1968, 
stepped  doan  in  favor  of  newly  retired  Coin  Morld  Collec- 
tors Clearinghouse  editor  Jaaes  6.  Johnson.  Jia  Mas  to  do 
a single  issue,  March-Apr i 1 1975,  before  printing  probleas 
necessitated  Lee’s  return  to  the  editorial  hot  seat. 

Joining  that  year's  Mriter-coluanist  ballot  Mere  such 
publications  as  Coin  Monthly  (British),  Coin  Hobby  News, 
Bank  Note  Reporter,  Medal  Horld,  Morld  Coin  New,  and 

Today's  Coins.  Soae  of  there  Mere  to  prove  epheaeral, 
while  two  old  stalwarts,  Nuaisoatic  Scrapbook  and  Morld 
Coins,  were  in  their  last  full  year  of  life,  unbeknownst 
to  their  editors. 

Courtney  L.  Coffing  led  the  syaposiua  line-up  of 
f el  1 ow  editors  in  Los  Angeles.  This  forua  Mas  devoted  to 
telling  would-be  nuaisaatic  writers  how  to  write  good 
nuaisaatic  stories  and  instructing  then  in  the  delicate 
art  of  getting  their  work  accepted  by  the  nation's  coin 
periodicals. 

The  1975  Los  Angeles  event,  still  billed  as  the 
■annual  Reception,"  asked  a $10  donation,  but  provided  an 
ornate  ticket  with  door  prize  stub  and  a airror  card  both 
portraying  the  Cleay  award.  The  party  was  a success 
despite  the  fire  Marshal's  ongoing  harassaent  of  the  ANA, 
liaiting  seating  to  100,  plus  liaitless  SR0  unfortunates. 

Lee  Martin  provided  the  Tahitian  Dancers  of  Belaont, 
California,  but  NL6  itself  provided  an  outrageous  parody 
as  Maury  Bould,  Col.  Braver  Criswell  and  Colin  Bruce  II 
went  on  in  grass  skirts,  leis  and  rather  a lot  of 
adipositas  abdoainis. 

On  Noveaber  29,  1975,  nuaisaatics  and  NLB  suffered  an 
irreparable  loss  with  the  death  of  Maury  Bould.  The 
annual  coluanists'  recognition  were  soon  renaaed  the 
Maurice  H.  Bould  Awards.  Noted  sculptor  Adlai  S.  Hardin 
crafted  a portrait  aedal  of  Maury,  struck  by  Medallic  Art 
Coapany  of  Danbury,  Connecticut,  in  aeaory  of  the  beloved 
Massachusetts  and  California  nuaisaatic  writer. 

Tot  DeLorey  joined  NLB  in  Noveaber.  Planning  for  the 
1976  New  York  ANA  included  a forua  would  to  include 
Moderator  Martin,  speakers  David  T.  Alexander  of  Coin 
Morld}  David  6endry  of  Krause’s  ad  staff;  and  "Hr.  Red- 
book"  R.S.  Yeoaan  of  Mhitaan  Publications. 


Joining  the  awards  ballot  were  Irish  Nuaiuutics 
(Derek  Young,  Shakespearean  actor  and  nuaisaatist)  and 
Canadian  Nuaisaatic  Journal  (nuaisaatist-writer  Ted 
Banning).  The  record-breaking  annual  party  was  now  ‘The 
NIB  Soiree,*  seating  soae  500  party-goers  Isoae  of  whoa 
could  actually  see), 

This  year  saw  editors  picking  their  own  staff  winners 
in  writer  and  coluanist  fields.  Book  of  the  Year  was  the 
third  edition  of  Krause  s Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins, 
but  plans  were  afoot  for  two  book  awards  in  1977.  One 
would  be  in  the  area  of  general  nuaisaatic  literature,  the 
other  for  a catalog. 

NL6  celebrated  New  York  rates  with  plentiful  (and 
catastrophically  expensive)  hors  d'ouvres  befitting  an  ANA 
which  attracted  aore  than  30,000  visitors  to  the  Aaericana 
Hotel's  Albert  Hall.  The  Guild  had  a new  treasurer,  Leon 
Lindheia  of  Cleveland!  outgoing  aoney-aan  Gordon  Z.  Greene 
becaae  executive  director  and  Board  aeaber  as  well. 

It  seeas  the  Guild  has  had  soae  bad  news  every 
January  or  so;  in  1977  Gordon  Greene  died.  Ray  Byrne 
returned  to  the  Guild's  top  post,  but  it  was  announced 
that  Virginia  Culver  would  be  executive  director  in 
August.  Joining  NL6  were  Fred  L.  Reed  III  of  Coin  World 
and  Trey  Foerster  and  the  unforgettable  Janice  Hasaros  of 
Krause  Publications. 

The  1977  Atlanta  ANA  saw  Eric  Newaan  serving  as  NLG 
Forua  aoderator,  with  Continental  Currency  expert  Joe 
Lasser,  professional  nuaisaatist  Harvey  Stack  and  6.  David 
Bowers  presenting  one  of  the  aost  significant  panels  to 
date. 

The  Atlanta  event  was  the  first  to  be  officially 
called  the  “NLG  Bash."  Founder  Ed  HcClung's  Tradeaark 
Castings  created  pewter  medals  for  the  Bash,  as  it  had  the 
year  before  in  New  York  City.  The  naae  NLG  Bash  was  to  be 
standard  froa  now  on  at  all  ANA  conventions. 

Appointaents  were  in  place  by  January  for  the  1978 
Houston  Bash.  Executive  Director  Culver  had  Q.  David 
Bowers  for  Forua  aoderator,  Paul  Whitnah  for  photo  contest 
and  Ray  Byrne  for  Chairaan  of  Social  Affairs. 

Nay  saw  appointaent  of  Chicagoland  radio  personality 
Donn  Pearlaan  as  Bash  Eacee.  A recent  NLG  aeaber,  he  had 
received  national  publicity  for  his  MB BN  radio  crusade 
against  grading  abuses  in  aail  order  coin  selling. 


A record  for  NLG  sponsorship  was  set  by  Long  Island 
medal  lie  scholar  Eail  Voigt,  whose  application  was  signed 
by  David  T.  Alexander,  Toa  DeLorey,  Nargo  Russell,  Nayne 
Lawrence,  Courtney  Coffing  and  Ed  Neuce.  Voigt  was  a 
recognized  connoisseur  of  the  aedallic  art  of  Paul  Vincze, 
the  great  Jewish-Hungarian-British  sculptor. 

Executive  Director  Culver  announced  that  of  the  200 
NLG  aeabers,  30  had  lapsed  as  a result  of  resistance  to 
the  dues  requireaent.  Guild  growth,  however,  enabled  the 
organization  to  overcoae  this  situation  and  continue  its 
expansion  of  services  in  a world  of  spiralling  inflation. 
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The  197B  contest  Mas  a distinctly  transitional  one. 

No  ballot  Mas  tailed  to  the  aeabership,  and  judging  of  12 
publications  was  perforaed  by  a coaaittee  of  the  Board. 
Frank  and  Laurese  Katen  presented  three  noainees  for  Book 
of  the  Year.  Chosen  Mas  Dr.  6eorge  Vogt's  Standard 
Catalog  of  Mexican  Coins,  Paper  Honey  and  Medals,  a Krause 
publication. 

Nea  Eacee  Pearlaan  received  plaudits  for  the  success 
of  his  first  Bash,  Mhich  featured  Kaaal  Ahaash  and  his 
incredible  (professionally  trained)  basso  profundo  voice, 
the  singing  of  Laurese  Katen,  Scott  Travers  at  the  guitar, 
Mint  Director  Mary  Brooks  aith  Cecil  the  rubber  chicken, 
and  'The  Girls. ' 

The  Bash  uas  plagued  by  scheduling  conflicts,  but  had 
plenty  of  elboN  rooa  for  all.  The  Houston  Forua  aith 
Boners  as  Moderator  presented  Margo  Russell,  John  J.  Ford 
and  Ken  Bressett  sharing  their  decades  of  experience  and 
insights' in  all  phases  of  nuaisaatics. 

Early  in  1979,  Abe  Kosoff  revealed  the  nea  NLG 
contest  rules  Marked  out  by  the  Board-appointed  coaaittee 
pledged  to  create  a aholly  nea  systea.  His  basic  outline 
of  classes  and  categories  is  still  in  use  today. 

Classes  included  Books  (Book  of  the  Year  and  Best 
Specialized  Book),  magazines,  nuaisaatic  neaspapers, 
non-nuai saatic  neaspapers  (Gould  Aaards),  organization 
publications,  auction  catalogues,  coaaercial  publications, 
photography,  best  all-around  portfolio  and  the  Cleay. 

The  first  trophies  under  the  nea  rules  aere  on  hand 
for  distribution  in  the  ’hall  of  pillars'  of  Stauffer's 
Inn  at  the  St.  Louis  ANA  Convention.  Book  of  the  Year  aas 
Boaers'  Adventures  aith  Rare  Coins;  Best  Specialized  book 
aas  Financial  Management  of  your  Coin/Staep  Estate  by  D. 
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Larry  and  Tony  Cruabley.  First  Best  Auction  Catalog  aas 
Boaers  t Ruddy's  1978  ANA  Sale  Catalog  of  the  Robert  E. 
Branigan  Collection. 

Accepting  the  1979  Cleay  aas  a startled  Abe  Kosoff. 

The  St.  Louis  Forua  under  Moderator  John  J.  Ford  presented 
Philadelphia  dealer  Harry  Foraan  and  Nea  York's  Harvey 
Stack  to  an  actively  involved  audience. 

Soae  conic  relief  aas  provided  in  St.  Louis  by  the 
brief  appearance  of  a rival  organization  called  NEKS,  the 
Nuaisaatic  Writers  and  Editors  Society.  Little  could  be 
aade  of  its  rather  poorly  aorded  prospectus,  except  that 
aeabers  Mould  be  expected  to  write  a major  story  each  year 
gratis  for  NEWS  to  sell  for  its  oan  profit. 

NEWS  founder  aas  a Wisconsin  dealer  faaed  for  his 
polysyllabic  style  and  unique  color  descriptions  in  his 
auction  catalogs.  He  aas  closely  associated  aith  one 
aajor  publisher,  ahich  aay  have  led  prospective  aethers  to 
believe  that  NEWS  aould  be  little  tore  than  a article- 
recruiting agency  for  this  fira.  Sinking  aithout  a trace, 
NEWS  proved  no  serious  rival  to  NL6. 

Aaong  nea  NL6  aeabers  of  1979  aere  a Michigan 
university  professor,  Bob  Dornquast,  one  of  the  great 
humorists  of  NLG  history;  young  Nea  York  dealer  Scott  A. 
Travers;  Douglas  Ball  Ph.D.,  Ronn  Fern,  syndicated 
columnist  Gary  Palmer,  Benito  and  Angelita  Legarda  of  the 
Philippines  and  early  U.S.  coin  authority  Paul  Munson. 

An  important  nea  project  aas  announced  by  Executive 
Director  Culver  in  January  1980.  NLG  aould  sponsor  a 
course  in  'Nuaisaatic  Writing  and  Research,*  to  be  taught 
by  aeaber  Ed  Rochette  at  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  at 
Colorado  Springs. 
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